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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ogaki(U.S. 6,771,383). 

Regarding claim 1 . Ogaki teaches a method for processing a separator page 
used for separating print jobs being output from a printer system(Column 4, lines 44-48 
teaches the creation of a separator page.), said method comprising: receiving an 
input separator page for use in identifying a first print job(Column 8, lines 1-6 details a 
scenario wherein a separator sheet is used for each print document.); determining 
if said input separator page contains any prior print job information(Column 8, lines 7- 
15 details a scenario wherein information pertaining to other jobs are compared.); 
obscuring said prior print job information if said prior print job information is determined 
to be present on said input separator page(Column 11, lines 40-55 teaches a 
scenario wherein previously recorded information is deleted.); and printing current 
print job information on said input separator page thereby providing a first print job 
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separator page. (Figure 13 illustrates that a separator page is printed with each 
print job.) 

Regarding claim 2 . Ogal<i furtlier teaclies tine metliod as set fortli in claim 1 
wherein said determining includes obtaining a bit map image of said input separator 
page. (Column 7, lines 40-44 teaches that an image of the separator sheet is 
obtained. This reads on the concept of obtaining the bit map image, as stated in 
the claim language.) 

Regarding claim 3 . Ogaki further teaches the method as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said determining is accomplished by scanning said input separator page using 
an optical scanning device. (Column 7, lines 34-37 teaches an image reading 
section, which in turn inherently teaches the existence of a scanner. Note that 
images cannot be read without a scanning mechanism.) 

Regarding claim 4 , Ogaki additionally teaches the method as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said determining is accomplished by obtaining a photo image of said input 
separator page. (As stated previously, column 7, lines 40-44 teaches that an 
image is obtained. Using the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claim 
language, this reads on the concept of a photographic image.) 

Regarding claim 5 , Ogaki additionally teaches the method as set forth in claim 1 
and further including: printing said first print job; assembling said first print job with said 
first print job separator page; and outputting said first print job with said first print job 
separator page from said printer. (Note that column 8, lines 7-15 teaches that a 
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separator page is attached to each print job, and the combined documents are 
outputted accordingly.) 

Regarding claim 6 . Tine metliod as set fortli in claim 1 and further including: 
inputting said first print job separator page containing said first print job information for 
receiving by said printer system for processing a second input separator page to be 
used to identify a second print job. (Column 8, lines 7-15 also teaches a plurality of 
print jobs and their respective separator pages. This reads on the second print 
job.) 

Regarding claim 7 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 1 . Note that claim 

7 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that corresponds to 
the method stated in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 8 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 2. Note that claim 

8 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that corresponds to 
the method stated In claim 2. 

Regarding claim 9 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 3. Note that claim 

9 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that corresponds to 
the method stated In claim 3. 

Regarding claim 10 . It Is rejected in the same manner as claim 4. Note that 
claim 10 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that 
corresponds to the method stated in claim 4. 
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Regarding claim 11 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 5. Note that claim 
1 1 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that corresponds to 
the method stated in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 12 . it is rejected in the same manner as claim 6. Note that 
claim 12 divulges a storage medium that stores a machine readable code that 
corresponds to the method stated in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 13. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 1 . Note that claim 

13 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 1 . Claim 13 
slightly differs from claim 1 by explicitly pointing out an image acquisition device. Note 
that column 7, lines 34-50 teaches an image reading section. This image reading 
section reads on the image acquisition device stated in the claim. 

Regarding claim 14. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 2. Note that claim 

14 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 2. 

Reoardinc claim 15. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 3. Note that claim 

15 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 16. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 4. Note that claim 

16 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 17. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 5. Note that claim 

1 7 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 5. 

Regarding claim 18. it is rejected in the same manner as claim 6. Note that claim 

18 claims a printing system that corresponds to the method stated in claim 6. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHISH K. THOMAS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-0631 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ashlsh K Thomas/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/David K Moore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
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